Wisdom and Destiny

caprice of fate. Had Jesus Christ or
Socrates dwelt in Agamemnon's palace
among the Atrides, then had there been no
Oresteia; nor would CEdipus ever have
dreamed of destroying his sight if they
had been tranquilly seated on the threshold
of Jocasta's abode. Fatality shrinks back
abashed from the soul that has more
than once conquered her; there are certain
disasters she dare not send forth when this
soul is near; and the sage, as he passes by,
intervenes in numberless tragedies.

The mere presence of the sage suffices
to paralyse destiny; and of this we find
proof in the fact that there exists scarce a
drama wherein a true sage appears; when
such is the case, the event needs must halt
before reaching bloodshed and tears. Not
only is there no drama wherein sage is in
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